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An Economic  
Recovery Agenda

Times are bleak for California’s working families. 
As layoffs mount, we are not just struggling to maintain healthcare benefits or get 

a cost of living increase, we are scraping to put food on the table and keep roofs 

over our children’s heads. Wages continue to stagnate while we’re losing 50,000 

jobs a month, spiking unemployment to a post-World War II record. Budget cuts, 

furloughs, and foreclosures have unhinged our state’s once stable middle class. 

Our social safety net has been ripped to shreds and no longer supports the most 

vulnerable among us.   

The perfect storm of job loss, slashed wages, massive cuts in state spending and 

skyrocketing health care costs threatens to drown any chance of an economic 

recovery. In construction, our members are seeing unemployment rates of up to 

30 percent. Tens of thousands of school employees have lost their jobs. State 

workers are suffering from a 15 percent wage cut and working without a contract.  

Public and private sector workers are being paid less to do more, facing additional 

layoffs, wage and benefit reductions and the constant fear of losing their jobs. The 

only way for California to emerge from this deep, dark recession is to invest in  

the creation of good jobs with decent pay and benefits. 

Federal stimulus funds have mitigated our job loss and begun to spur economic 

activity in our state. But much more needs to be done. We need additional federal 

funds to be distributed to states as quickly as possible.   
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For too long, our state’s roads, 
transportation and water systems, 
hospitals, and schools have been 
deteriorating and neglected. Our 
public infrastructure has been 
slashed, preventing government 
from functioning effectively. In the 
global economy, we must invest 
in the infrastructure that supports 
the movement of goods from ships 
to maritime terminals to trucks to 
rail, creating good jobs each step of 
the way. We should prioritize infra
structure projects based on the 
needs of our state and the impor-
tance of good job creation. Invest-
ing in projects like building high 
speed rail, retrofitting and weath-
erizing public buildings, creating a 
maritime highway, and expanding 
broadband access will create sus-
tainable, year-round  jobs, advance 
the public interest, and attract new 
businesses to California. As we re-
build, every effort must be made 
to buy materials made in America 
and in California. We should be 
manufacturing, rather than import-
ing, the goods necessary to rebuild 
this state.

Business and government need 
a trained and skilled workforce to 
get the job done and our economy 
needs workers with good wages 
and benefits to grow and pros-
per. Training must begin in pri-
mary school and should continue 
through career technical educa-
tion, worker training programs, 
apprenticeship programs, career 
ladders, and higher education. The 
most successful training comes 
from our unions, through mentor 
training, where apprentices learn 
from journey level union members. 
Funding these programs will spark 
innovation and create the skilled 
workforce California needs to com-
pete both nationally and globally.    

Working families share the same 
belief – if we play by the rules, pay 
our taxes and work hard, the prom-
ise of California can be ours. That 
belief is no longer a reality. Even 
though we are paying our fair share 
in taxes, middle class families are 
getting less in return and bearing 
the brunt of the state’s drastic bud-
get cuts. Our schools, colleges, and 
universities are dramatically under-
funded, while our safety and qual-
ity of life has been compromised by 
cutbacks to police and firefighters, 
and other vital services. Our health, 
environment and economic security 
are at risk as the state continues to 
slash basic necessary services to 
our communities. At the same time, 
many wealthy corporations are get-
ting a free ride, bleeding the state 
of billions of dollars in corporate tax 
giveaways and blocking the collec-
tion of new sources of revenue, such 
as oil and tobacco taxes. A Middle 
Class Bill of Rights clearly defining 
our demands as residents of this 
state will protect and promote re-
sponsible stewardship of our public 
dollars.
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Renewing CALIFORNIA’S PROMISE 2010

This recovery agenda will put us back on the road  

to Renewing California’s Promise. 
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In addition to shoring up our tra-
ditional sectors, we must attract 
new and diverse enterprises in 
California, those that capitalize on 
the new economy and new tech-
nologies. Targeted efforts to part-
ner with our university systems 
and community colleges to attract 
investment and create indus-
try clusters are needed to grow 
our state economy. A sustainable 
economy will be based on rebuild-
ing our middle class through good 
jobs and a voice at work.  

Laid off workers stay awake 
at night worried about their lost 
income and health care. Injured 
workers are denied medical treat-
ment and adequate benefits. Too 
many workers are denied basic 
labor rights, like minimum wage 
and overtime. Seniors, people with 
disabilities, and children are faced 
with losing the assistance they de-
pend upon for survival. By provid-
ing necessary support to the vul-
nerable and those most impacted 
by the economic crisis, we not only 
provide a lifeline to families and 
neighborhoods in need, but also 
create vital economic stimulus to 
put our state on the road to recov-
ery. Repairing the safety net is both 
morally imperative and fiscally  
responsible.
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FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

THE SECOND BILL OF RIGHTS

Excerpt from President Roosevelt’s January 11, 1944 
State of the Union Message to the Congress of the 
United States

We have come to a clear realization of the fact that 
true individual freedom cannot exist without economic 
security and independence. “Necessitous men are not 
free men.” People who are hungry and out of a job are 
the stuff of which dictatorships are made.

In our day these economic truths have become  
accepted as self-evident. We have accepted, so to speak, a second Bill of Rights under 
which a new basis of security and prosperity can be established for all – regardless of 
station, race, or creed. Among these are: 

❖ �The right to a useful and remunerative job in the industries or shops or 
farms or mines of the Nation; 

❖ �The right to earn enough to provide adequate food and clothing and recreation;

❖ �The right of every farmer to raise and sell his products at a return which will give 
him and his family a decent living;

❖ �The right of every businessman, large and small, to trade in an atmosphere 
of freedom from unfair competition and domination by monopolies at  
home or abroad;

❖ �The right of every family to a decent home;

❖ �The right to adequate medical care and the opportunity to achieve and 
enjoy good health;

❖ �The right to adequate protection from the economic fears of old age, sickness, 
accident, and unemployment;

❖ �The right to a good education.

www.workingcalifornia.orgjg/tng39521/cwa/afl-cio


